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responsible for the outbreak. Upon the crucial
point of the inviolability of the mandarin's person?
Li stood firm on this occasion, as on all others ; in
consequence of this attitude, and of the particularly
brutal nature of the massacre, public feeling ran
high against him in the European communities of
Hongkong3 Shanghai, and the Treaty Ports. Never-
theless, the settlement which he succeeded in effect-
ing was welcome to all parties at Peking, and
the manner in which he conducted the negotiations
with M. de Rochechouart, the French Minister,
made a great impression upon the Diplomatic Body.
Indeed, it was evident to all concerned that had
not the French representative wisely transferred the
negotiations from the capital to Li's Yamen in
Tientsin, no satisfactory solution of the question
could have been reached ; for the Tsung-li Yamen
of that date was hopelessly ignorant, incompetent,
and arrogant.

From this crisis, and from the conspicuous ability
with which Li handled it, arose the curious situation
in which European diplomacy found itself for many
years to come. It was bound by treaty and routine
procedure to negotiate with the Foreign Office at
Peking, but ultimately it was dependent upon the
decisions of the Viceroy at Tientsin, and frequently
compelled to seek his officially irresponsible inter-
vention in order to put an end to humiliating dead-
locks at the capital. The anomalous situation thus
created suited the Tsung-li Yamen, since it enabled
its lotus-eating members at any time to refer weary
Ministers to Li Hung-chang and then, if it suited them,
to repudiate his unofficial negotiations. It also suited
Li Hung-chang, for it invested his Viceroyalty with